
Jewel Lake Parish, Anchorage / Pastor Luke Jones October 9, 2016 

TALK IT OVER 

DEPEND ON IT — DARING FAITH, PART 4 
GETTING STARTED. 

1. How comfortable are you on water? Do you enjoy water sports like skiing or 
surfing? Have you been through a storm on the water? What size vessel were you 
in at the time? 

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE.  Read Matthew 14: 22–31. 
1. Matthew 14: 13–21 tells about the feeding of the multitude. Immediately afterward, 

Matthew says (v. 22) that Jesus “compelled” the disciples to enter the boat (the 
original language is strong).  Why might Jesus have been so insistent?  What 
might the disciples have been talking about as they set out?  

2. “Early morning” (v. 25) translates a term that means “between 3 AM and 6 AM.” 
How long were the disciples in the boat?  What might they have been talking about 
before Jesus arrived? 

3. How do the disciples react when they see Jesus? (v. 26) What does Jesus say to 
the disciples when they see him? (v. 27) 

4. Who speaks to whom before Peter gets out of the boat?  Who speaks first?  What 
is said? 

5. What frightened Peter after he stepped out of the boat (v. 30)?  Peter was a 
fisherman (Matthew 4:18) who would have seen many storms (Matthew 8: 23–
27). What was frightening about his circumstances here? 

6. How does Jesus describe Peter in v. 31? The word for “doubt” used in v. 31 doesn’t 
mean “to disbelieve” as much as it means “to have two minds.” If Jesus’ 
description is the first, what are the two minds that Peter has? 

7. The boat was “far from land” (v. 24), some 3–4 miles, according to the account in 
John 6: 18. If Jesus walked about as fast as you do, how long would it have taken 
him to catch up with the disciples? How many steps does Peter take? (vv. 29–30). 
Picture yourself in this story. Jesus took the most steps on the water. Where would 
you be, compared to Peter and to the other disciples? 

APPLY THE LESSON.  
8. In his biographies in the Bible, Jesus is often seen spending time in prayer, like in 

v. 23 here. How much time do you spend in prayer? What would you like to get 
from it? What would make it more rewarding to you? 

9. Who do you know who needs God to come through for them? What are some ways 
that you can support them in the meantime?  
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11. When have you seen someone show perseverance—perhaps more than you 
would have in their place—in trusting that God would come through?  What was 
the outcome?  What about their faith made it memorable? 

12. Where in your own life are you depending on God to come through? 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

MONDAY 
Read Exodus 14: 13–29. The Israelites were backed up against the sea and had no 
choice but to go through. Is that easier or harder than stepping out of a boat? How? 

TUESDAY 
Read Joshua 3: 7–17. When did the waters of the Jordan divide? How is that 
different from the Exodus story? Why didn’t God divide them sooner? Is this story 
more like the Exodus story or the story in Matthew 14? Why do you say so? 

WEDNESDAY 
Read Matthew 8: 18–27.  Where was Jesus in this story, compared to the one where 
Peter walked on the water?  Are the disciples more or less frightened, and by what?  
Which is more comforting to you: having Jesus right there with you, or not necessarily 
with you, but able to get to you anywhere? (Is one more true than the other?) 

THURSDAY 
Read Isaiah 43: 1–4. Comparing it with the Matthew 14 story, what are some ways 
that Jesus demonstrated what the prophet spoke for God to say? Who did God give in 
exchange for your life? What reason does God give for doing so? 

FRIDAY 
Read Matthew 1: 18–25. How do the events of the Matthew 14 story fulfill this 
prophecy? What does Peter cry out? What does Jesus do in response?  How is the 
prophecy fulfilled in your own story? 

SATURDAY 
Compare John 21: 1–14 with the story in Matthew 14. Where are Jesus and Peter? 
What does Jesus say? What does Peter say? What does Peter do when seeing 
Jesus? If you were Peter, which would you like better?  Which story would be more 
encouraging if you were one of the disciples in the boat? 


