
TALK IT OVER  Isaiah 36 

Jewel Lake Parish, Anchorage / Pastor Luke Jones October 23, 2016 

DEALING WITH DEMORALIZERS 
DARING FAITH, PART 6 

GETTING STARTED. 
1. When have you been subjected to high-pressure sales techniques?  What kinds of 

promises and assurances were made to you?  How did you respond? 

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE.  Read Isaiah 36: 4–21. 

Isaiah 36 describes a meeting between officials of King Hezekiah of Judah and “the Rab-
shekah,” an ambassador from Assyria. The meeting took place when Jerusalem, Judah’s 
capital, was besieged by an army of Assyria’s King Sennacherib. 

1. How did the envoy speak to the officials? (v.13) (Consider the Judean officials’ 
request in v. 11 and his reply in v. 12.) What was the envoy trying to accomplish? 

2. What titles does the Rabshakeh use when he mentions King Sennacherib? (vv. 4, 8, 
13, 15, 16, 18) What titles does he use for King Hezekiah? (vv. 4, 14, 15, 16, 18)  
What would be “diplomatic language” in this meeting?  Why doesn’t he use it? 

3. How many times does the Rabshekah say, “do not let Hezekiah…?” In the ancient 
world, kings were absolute monarchs whose word was law. What did the envoy 
hope would happen when he told people not to let Hezekiah do something? 

4. What specific thing was the Rabshekah afraid that Hezekiah would persuade the 
people about? (vv. 14, 15, 18) Why wouldn’t he have wanted that to happen? 

5. Assyrians usually deported key leaders from conquered lands to elsewhere in their 
empire. What would be the effects on a community that suddenly lost its leaders in 
government and industry? How does the Rabshekeh describe deportation (v. 17)? 

6. Read Exodus 3: 7–10. What would it mean for the people to be deported? 

7. What does the envoy suggest when he asks (vv. 18–20) whether the gods of other 
countries have saved them from Assyria? 

APPLY THE LESSON.  
8. What are some things that people who don’t know God lean on to get through life’s 

storms?  How are those things like the gods of the nations (vv. 18–20)? 

9. What is something God has promised that you are sometimes tempted not to 
count on?  Are you your own “Rabshekeh” or is someone else? What do they say? 

10. Who is a “Hezekiah” in your life: someone who can help you remember how God is 
faithful and trustworthy?  Who do you know that could benefit, if you were like a  
“Hezekiah” to them? 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

MONDAY 
Read 2 Kings 18: 1–8.  How is Hezekiah described?  What specific reforms does he 
undertake to merit that description? (More about his reforms is in 2 Chronicles 31.)  If 
a religious observance has gone astray, is it better to correct it with many small, 
incremental adjustments, or all at once? Why do you think so? 

TUESDAY 
Read 2 Chronicles 32: 1–8.  How did Hezekiah know that trouble was coming?  What 
did he do to prepare for it?  What did he do to encourage the people?  What would 
have been the result if he’d omitted the first step? —if he’d omitted the second? 

WEDNESDAY 
Read 2 Chronicles 32: 9–19. What do Sennacherib’s envoys say about Hezekiah’s 
reforms? How do they think his reforms give Assyria the upper hand?  If your church 
family need to make changes in its religious observance, how might those changes 
be interpreted by people outside the church? 

THURSDAY 
Read about the “good old days” of King Solomon (1 Kings 4: 24–25) and the promise 
foretold by the Prophet Micah about the days to come (Micah 4: 1–5). How are they 
like the assurances given by the envoy in Isaiah 36: 16–17?  How are they different? 

FRIDAY 
Read Deuteronomy 6: 10–15. If the people had accepted the Sennacherib’s offer in 
Isaiah 36: 16–17, how would they have been acting like Esau (Genesis 25: 29–34)?  
What is something that God has done for you in the past that you can remember 
when you might be tempted to accept a “deal” rather than trust God’s promises? 

SATURDAY 
Hezekiah’s response to the envoy was to pray (Isaiah 37: 14–20). What does he pray 
for?  What is he most concerned about? (v. 17)  Consider a situation when you’ve 
been tempted to accept a bad deal rather than trust God’s promises.  How could you 
look at the problem not as a threat to you but as a challenge to God’s faithfulness? 


