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Living in Love and Truth 
1 This letter is from John, the elder. 
I am writing to the chosen lady and to her children, whom I love in the truth—as 
does everyone else who knows the truth—2 because the truth lives in us and will 
be with us forever. 
3 Grace, mercy, and peace, which come from God the Father and from Jesus 
Christ—the Son of the Father—will continue to be with us who live in truth and 
love. 
4 How happy I was to meet some of your children and find them living accord-
ing to the truth, just as the Father commanded. 

Love is _____________________________________ another person. 

Truth is what _____________________________ reality. 

5 I am writing to remind you, dear friends, that we should love one another. This 
is not a new commandment, but one we have had from the beginning. 6 Love 
means doing what God has commanded us, and he has commanded us to 
love one another, just as you heard from the beginning. 

1. LOVE IS ________________________________ FEELING. 

“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just 
as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one an-
other will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  
 John 13:34-35 (NLT) 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) 

7 I say this because many deceivers have gone out into the world. They deny 
that Jesus Christ came in a real body. Such a person is a deceiver and an an-
tichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked so hard to 
achieve. Be diligent so that you receive your full reward. 9 Anyone who wanders 
away from this teaching has no relationship with God. But anyone who remains 
in the teaching of Christ has a relationship with both the Father and the Son. 

2. ALL TRUTH IS _______________________________. 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.  
 Romans 1:20 (NIV) 



God is not human, that he should lie… Numbers 23:19 (NIV) 

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me. John 14:6 (HCSB) 

10 If anyone comes to your meeting and does not teach the truth about Christ, 
don’t invite that person into your home or give any kind of encouragement. 
11 Anyone who encourages such people becomes a partner in their evil work. 

12 I have much more to say to you, but I don’t want to do it with paper and ink. 
For I hope to visit you soon and talk with you face to face. Then our joy will be 
complete. 
13 Greetings from the children of your sister, chosen by God. 

3. LOVE ________________________________ UNCONDITIONALLY, BUT 
USE DISCERNMENT ABOUT _________________________. 

“Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting 
to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you 
will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those 
who are unthankful and wicked.  Luke 6:35 (NLT) 

If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus?  
Anybody can do that. Matt. 5:46 (MSG) 

Why should I judge outsiders? Aren’t we supposed to judge only church 
members? God judges everyone else. The Scriptures say, “Chase away 
any of your own people who are evil.”  1 Cor. 5:12-13 (CEV) 

4. CHRIST’S INCARNATION SHOWS THAT _____________________________. 

If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food and one of 
you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you don’t 
give them what the body needs, what good is it?  James 2:15-16 (NRSV) 

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when 
he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key, brought him to an inn and took care of him. Luke 10:33-34 (NIV) 

Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who 
lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to your-
self, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with 
your body. 1 Cor. 6:19-20 (NLT) 

5. AVOID BAD ______________________, NOT BAD __________________________. 

“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.” Matt. 7:1 (NRSV) 

All the tax collectors and sinners were approaching to listen to Him. 
And the Pharisees and scribes were complaining, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them!” Luke 15:1-2 (HCSB)


