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What is Sin? (Sin, Part 1)
1. EVERY PERSON YOU MEET IS

A CHILD OF GOD

AND EVERY CHRISTIAN IS

,

A SINNER

.

See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children,
and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world
don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they
don’t know him.
1 John 3:1
If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not
living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and
showing that his word has no place in our hearts.
1John 1:8-10

2. SIN IS HOW

GOD SEES

EVIL IN

Then God looked over all he had made,
and he saw that it was very good!

HUMANITY

.

Genesis 1:31

The LORD observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth,
and he saw that everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil.So the LORD was sorry he had ever made
them and put them on the earth. It broke his heart.
Genesis 6:5-6

3. SIN IS

EXPOSED AS

THE DESIRE FOR

SELF-MASTERY

.

Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and
was walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the city,
he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath. He sent someone to ﬁnd out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” Then David sent
messengers to get her; and when she came to the palace, he slept
with her.
2 Samuel 11:2-4
“Are you the king of Israel or not?” Jezebel demanded.
“Get up and eat something, and don’t worry about it.
I’ll get you Naboth’s vineyard!”
1 Kings 21:6-7

Sin evaluates others as

MEANS TO OUR ENDS

.

Paul turned and said to the demon within her, “I command you
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly
it left her. Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered,
so they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before
the authorities at the marketplace.
Acts 16:18-19

Non-Christians can

CERTAINLY

lead lives of virtue.

“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man,
he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan
soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. ...
Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man
who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.
Luke 10:33–34,36
Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see
well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. Matthew 7:5

4. TRUE HUMANITY IS

LOVING

GOD AND NEIGHBOR.

So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God
he created them; male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.

Colossians 1:15

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart,
all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the ﬁrst and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets
are based on these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:37
Their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their
nakedness. So they sewed ﬁg leaves together to cover themselves.
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife
heard the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from
the LORD God among the trees.
Genesis 3:7-8
For the sinful nature is always hostile to God.
It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will.

Rom. 8:7

“... they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ And he will
answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of
these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’”
Matt 25:44-45
Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor.

Romans 12:10

