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MATTHEW 1:18-25 DECEMBER 22, 2019

Square One: When Your Plans Are In Trouble

18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary,
was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage
took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 1? Joseph, to whom she was
engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her
publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.

20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by
the Holy Spirit. 22 And she will have a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his
prophet:

23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son,

and they will call him Immanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.””

24\When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did not have
sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph
named him Jesus.

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT ABOUT

Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did
not want to disgrace her publicly Matthew 1:19



2. GOD HAS MORE THAN YOU DO.

All those listed above include fourteen generations from Abraham
to David, fourteen from David to the Babylonian exile, and fourteen
from the Babylonian exile to the Messiah. Matthew 1:17

3. ANGELS SAY “DON’T BE AFRAID” TO

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, ‘do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife.” Matthew 1:20

“What is the price of five sparrows—two copper coins? Yet God
does not forget a single one of them. And the very hairs on your
head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are more valuable to
God than a whole flock of sparrows.” Luke 12:6-7

4. DOING RIGHT GOD’S PLANS.

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his
prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to
a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with
us.” Matthew 1:23 (cf. Isaiah 7:10-14)

5. GOD MAY GIVE THATYOU

“For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she
will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20

‘I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in
his slaves. Now you are my friends, since | have told you everything
the Father told me.” John 15:15

6. GOD USES PEOPLE WHO WANT MOST

The LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the
sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants
you will have!” And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted
him as righteous because of his faith. Genesis 15:5-6

‘Now go, for | am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my
people Israel out of Egypt.” Exodus 3:10

Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Philippians 3:8



